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Can you
believe it?
Johv 2D

Chapter 20

Early on the first day of the week,
while it was still dark, Mary
Magdalene went to the tomb and saw
that the stone had been removed
from the entrance.

we've reached +iy
ed the point
. wher
Jesus rise from He dead € we see

It
\> 4 ke moment and i+'s wor-+h

tovisider
dering +wo questions as we read

z o .
trough chapter 2 p: 9o she came running to Simon Peter

and the other disciple, the one Jesus

loved, and said, ‘They have taken the

Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t

know where they have put him!’

\) Did Jesus really rise from the dead?

2) What does i+ meau? 5 So Peter and the other disciple

started for the tomb.

4 Both were running, but the other

disciple outran Peter and reached the

tomb first.

5 He bent over and looked in at the
strips of linen lying there but did not
go in.



JSoln provides at least four areas of exidence +o
show us that Jesus really did rise from Hhe dead:

L ——
‘.“f' —
® Then Simon Peter came along behind

— him and went straight into the tomb.
He saw the strips of linen lying there,

o Detuiled eyewidtness accounts

o Comments to show the disciples werew'+ E
expectivg 1t

® Proof tHhat i+ was Hhe same Jesus

e The accomt of Thomas

" as well as the cloth that had been
wrapped round Jesus’ head. The cloth

was still lying in its place, separate
from the linen.

® Finally the other disciple, who had
reached the tomb first, also went
inside. He saw and believed.

------ € ...it was still dark

WM. ...she came running

€. Both were running...

i ..the other disciple outran
o

€P): He... looked in at the strips
of linen lying there

€ED: .. .the cloth that had been
wrapped round Jesus’ head.
The cloth was still lying in its
place :::

° (They still did not understand from

Scripture that Jesus had to rise from
the dead.)

' Then the disciples went back to
where they were staying.

T

This i clear eyewdmess +estivhon — 1
s we've only looked at s \=\D 50 far!

:
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11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying.

As she wept, she bent over to look into
the tomb

12 g3nd saw two angels in white, seated
where Jesus’ body had been, one at the
head and the other at the foot.

13 They asked her, “‘Woman, why are you
crying?’ ‘They have taken my Lord
away,’ she said, ‘and I don’t know where
they have put him.’

14 At this, she turned round and saw Jesus
standing there, but she did not realise
that it was Jesus.

15 He asked her, ‘Woman, why are you
crying? Who is it you are looking for?’
Thinking he was the gardener, she said,
‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell

me where you have put him, and I will
get him.’

16 Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.’ She turned
towards him and cried out in Aramaic,
“‘Rabboni!’ (which means “Teacher’).

17 Jesus said, ‘Do not hold on to me, for I
have not yet ascended to the Father. Go
instead to my brothers and tell them,
«1 gm ascending to my Father and your
Father, to my God and your God.”™

18 \ary Magdalene went to the disciples
with the news: ‘I have seen the Lord!’
And she told them that he had said these
things to her.

19 On the evening of that first day of the
week, when the disciples were together,
with the doors locked for fear of the
Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!’




20 After he said this, he showed them
his hands and side. The disciples were
overjoyed when they saw the Lord.

! Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with youl!
As the Father has sent me, I am
sending you.’

#2 And with that he breathed on them and
said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.

%% If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins
are forgiven; if you do not forgive them,
they are not forgiven.’

¢ Now Thomas (also known as Didymus),
one of the Twelve, was not with the
disciples when Jesus came.

2% So the other disciples told him, ‘We
have seen the Lord!’ But he said to
them, ‘Unless I see the nail marks in

his hands and put my finger where the
nails were, and put my hand into his
side, I will not believe.’

26 A week later his disciples were in the
house again, and Thomas was with
them. Though the doors were locked,
Jesus came and stood among them and
said, ‘Peace be with you!’

27 Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your
finger here; see my hands. Reach out
your hand and put it into my side. Stop
doubting and believe.’

?¢ Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and
my God!’

29 Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you have
Séen me, you have believed; blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have
believed.’




50 ?J’esus performed many other signs
in the presence of his disciples,
which are not recorded in this book.

°! But these are written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Messiah,
the Son of God, and that by believing
you may have life in his name.

'Z'E’W.do we kan thdisciples
were not expecting Jesus to rise?

Mary thinks Jesus’ body has been
taken...

€BD: ‘They have taken the Lord
out of the tomb, and we don’t
know where they have put him!’

away, she said, ‘and | don’t know
where they have put him.

The disciples don't understand
what’s going on.

u&:®: They still did not
understand from Scripture that
Jesus had to rise from the dead.

Mary thinks Jesus is a gardener

Thomas was clearly not expecting
Jesus to rise either!

So the other disciples told him,
‘We have seen the Lord!” But he
said to them, ‘Unless | see the nail
marks in his hands and put my
finger where the nails where, and
put my hand into his side, | will
not believe.’

13



! Early on the first d‘ay of the weelk, while AT e E hyS|ca|Iy ralsed’? ie. this isn’t a body swap or a look-alike
§Bl it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to g o : t:
the tomb and saw that the stone had bee SR : R | Mary: ‘the stone had been
removed from the entrance. van s : Tl ¥ | e
T — 2 Ty il 8 Peter and ‘the other disciple’:
it | : g PR L e 8 ‘He bent over and looked in
IL ® He bent over and looked in at the strips ARy b _ i1l at the strips of linen lying
i of linen lying there but did not go in. e R e
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: I ‘ I PI "t:ﬁ;a I e ' n ; jr Fin = I ; " its place,
7 g5 well as the cloth that had been wrapped il g th oo > gt : MR 1 i
round Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying A e et AN o
in its place, separate from the linen.
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‘I have seen the Lord!’

The disciples: ‘...he showed
them his hands and side.
The disciples were overjoyed
when they saw the Lord.

16 Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.’ She turned
towards him and cried out in Aramaic, i Ly : -
‘Rabboni!’ (which means ‘Teacher’). Stgior ey What further IEEIS GUER

TIA . M AT GRS L TaE

: n the aocount of Thomas’?

_— E IR B ; AN | 3 1 People sometimes doubt that this
18 Mary Magdalene went to the dJLSClpleS b : e el 8 was the same Jesus who had been
with the news: ‘I have seen the Lord!’ SEEHEE & crucified... but He has holes in His
And she told them that he had said these | AR I [ hands and side to prove it \/

things to her.

L e e '*_f.__,, .| 27 Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here;
20 After he said this, he showed them =as=  see my hands. Reach out your hand and put It
his hands and side. The disciples were S into my side. Stop doubting and believe.’ ,
overjoyed when they saw the Lord. o -.=s=w *° Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my God!
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Jolm gives clear, eyewitness testimony of Hhe
events of Jesus’ resurrection. TF we don'+ accept i+,
how do we explain i+7

Tf we sugnest that Jesus hadn'+ really died, put

rather tome round” in e +ombo, Hiew you would have

+o believe Hha+:

* The experienced Roman executiovers had £ailed
ot their job — and Y doivg) <o risked being killed
themselves!

® The blood and water from Jesus’ <ide (which is
medical evidence of deatin) hadw'+ Llowed.

® Joseph and Nicodemus did ot spot Hhat+ Jesus
was still alive as they embalimed Him!l

® Without food and water and after brutal bodily
treatment, ncluding being speared, He had Simply
come rouwnd and recovered.

* tte was then stroug evough +o roll Hhe vast
voulder back up Hae Will away from +Hie oy
evrtravce on His sww.

e He thew escaped without Hae ouards vioticing, or
He overpowered Haem!

o He then convinced His disciples that He had risen!

That would +ake a lot more velief +Hian triasting
Johw’s accownrt — wounldn'+ 1+7

How else would you explain +he empty fomb
and the disciples’ growing velief7

e The Romans had wothivg +o gaiv from
stealing the body, vor had the Jews. They
both wavted Him dead.

T they had stolen Hhe body +Haey conld have
rubbished all +alk of Jesus’ resurrection Just
b producivg the corpsel

e The disciples had nothing +o oain from
stealing Hhe body either.,

All of them give their lives +o Telling people
that Jesus has risen, and all but ove dies a
horrific deat defending +this +ruthl TF +his
was a hoax, surely at least ove of Hierm would
have ‘vliown the whisHe’7

They are fearful, Hhey were ot expecting
the resurrection, they had given up on
Jesus.. so, tis could ot have been make-
veliet cansed by wishful Hainking,




° (They still did not understand from
Scripture that Jesus had to rise from
the dead.)

Tesus explaine the meaning of His resurrection, it oy

bit, to His disciples
Verse d shnows Hhat the distiples Aidw'+ yet understand

St what e resurrestion was all aoout

"

Jvecanse you will not
aWaVIAOVI we to the realm O‘F the £ i
dead, vor will you let your faithful | - L & : litisies |}

’ Bl el Mi0 i K
ove see decay. i o [ Wha doesgtlﬂ_rt‘??!) WUCUN  True understanding of Jesus’
resurrection will come as we
understand the Old Testament
better. shows that Mary
still had lots to learn!

CEEEEEEY: ‘After he has suffered, he will |-
see the light of life and ve satisfied; by his <E
knowledge my righteons servant will justify :
many, and he will bear their iniquities.’

* First — Jesus’ command +o Wary means -Hiat
His physical work on earh is finished.

Yom conld paraphrase +his: Don'+ +reat me as
uf Tve still got work +o do dowm here — T've
finished i, now let+ me oo o Wy Father.’

17 Jesus said, ‘Do not hold on to me, for 1
have not yet ascended to the Father. Go
instead to my brothers and tell them,

«] gm ascending to my Father and your

Father, to my God and your God.”

* Secondly — Jesus’ messane +o s disciples
means Hhat 4fis work s accomplished!

19
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o Thirdly — Jesus’ languane avount vn@vmwcrs\/{ip
in God’s £amily means tHhat His work really is
finished — becanse as promised in Jolv \ ays
— Jesus has brought ns nto God’s family:

e+ +o all who did receive him, +o those who
velieved i his wame, he gave the right +o
vecowme children of God’.

Jesus’ work really has been dove — vow He can
saq: “wamv Father and your Father, to my God
and your God.

This all Iakes sense of what Jesus has said
before:

John 16 vs 26,27 K

‘“In that day yon will ask in vy wame. T am
not saying T will ask the Father on your
vehalf. No, the Father himself loves Hou
vecanse you have loved me and have velieved
that T came from God.

So after the deatn and resurrection of Jesus, Lull
and free access is available +o the family of God. we
com have ‘Hae rlmln+ to be in His family,

We shoulgv'+ Fall nto Hhe trap of thinking Hhat
there is more for Jesus +o do here on earty in
ottder for us +o be part of His family, T+'s vt
alout vew wmiracles or SIS, o extra work v a4 vew
Qroup of priests in r@hmwms Wnl//(mms oﬁﬁcmwm fresh
_samﬁc@s Jesus’ //fm-H/] on the tross has Aowc it all;
there is vothing more that He or we need +o doll

S ey e ¥




19 Op the evening of that first day of
the week, when the disciples were
together, with the doors locked
for fear of the Jewish leaders,
Jesus came and stood among them
and said, ‘Peace be with youl’

20 After he said this, he showed
them his hands and side. The
disciples were overjoyed when
they saw the Lord.

21 Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with
you! As the Father has sent me, I

am sending you.’

22 And with that he breathed on
them and said, ‘Receive the

Holy Spirit.

Se Jesus continued patiently +o explain the meaning |

Remember Jesus’ earlier
words to His disciples in

the Upper Room: N/

With sins forgiven by the crucified,
risen Jesus... peace with God is
now available!

The Hol i "
e\/@wﬁi ZHSZIM+ comes on the disciples 40 davs later s+ 4
ed Pewtecost (we read Hhis i Hie book of Ac-l—s)w

i\ig imsf l‘:Zc when Jesus washed Heir feet 4o <how
e *:/:DM .l/mPPew at the tross, so Jesus breating ov
a picture of what will happew at ’PCVH‘e&osﬁ'D)

’mlnsls 1S a Eim—mr@ To show that after Hhe cross g
urrection — as forvjven

vd clea B i
can viow receive Hae Holy Spirit v people — the disciples

23



%% If you forgive anyone’s sins, their
sins are forgiven; if you do not

what does Jesus imean
forgive them, they are not forgiven.’

mber Hhat 3esns

¥ ] o8 e

Sl SRS D) oU EWNE =
i ile sHll PR R P\”o\\jmscd Haot when the sp“”lj
S CEEERIEEED. ‘All this T have spokev while sti T IR
4 with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whown o s

reaon Hnem all things and
revnind them of everything)
Sesus Nas said?

hinas and will remind you of everything T have
said o yon.” g

This is the key 1o mv‘m{ers\%'&\’vm{(\)vlca)
Hhe Aposties foraiving 5N \c
course, only Jesus can forgV o
cing, bt as the Apostles ;M‘&\q—.
e gospel of Jesus, +he P\:\\ame
mspired word has power fo e
e forgiveness of our s,

John 16 vs 12-15 2

‘T have much more +o saJ to you,
—Ihore than you can wvow bear. But when he. the
~Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you ivto all
the truth. He will vot speak ov his owm; he will

—Speak only what he hears, and he will +ell you
~Whatis et to come. He will glorify me vecause it
—is from me Hhat he will receive what he will make
—kvoww to you. All that+ belongs to the Father is

—mine. That is why T said the Spirit will receive
—from me what he will make known +o you.”

BAL L s S
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“Mhis Fnal part of Jesus explanation comes as He
appears to Thomas,

24 Now Thomas (also known as
Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not _
with the disciples when Jesus came. B L ain problem?

25 9o the other disciples told him, “We : 1
have seen the Lord!” But he said to
them, ‘Unless I see the nail marks in
his hands and put my finger where
the nails were, and put my hand into T B A e
his side, I will not believe.’ b s B \Vhat does Thomas do when he sees Jesus?

26 A week later his disciples were in the S SRR
house again, and Thomas was with
them. Though the doors were locked, s i BT e, T (N
Jesus came and stood among them Bl Do we believe the word

and said, ‘Peace be with you!’ R : 'S¥"ib'é'/‘§55§iizs?
27 Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your = e Y . oo
finger here; see my hands. Reach out ey , S : i ' b|esse§_’ S AL s
your hand and put it into my side. RO ey |
Stop doubting and believe.’
28 Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and
my God!’
20 Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you
have seen me, you have believed;

I
T

He won't believe the word of the

won't believe that Jesus has risen.

blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have believed.’

Apostles. Unless he sees Jesus, he

2



Summary

“f,';
g~ 0 Jesus performed many other signs

in the presence of his disciples,
which are not recorded in this book.

7
what have we seen’

The resurrection really did happew... there were
evewitnesses.. and i+ was a historic event that the

Romans and Jews conld not disprovel
*' But these are written that you may

believe that Jesus is the Messiah,
the Son of God, and that by believing
you may haveg life)in his name.

This means:

\) Jesus’ work is finished — therefore we are vxolJr +o
clivgy o him... but love Him — the Creator Ged!

2.) Peace with Glod 1s now possivle — Hhrough the
Apostles’ feachivg abont Jesus.

%) We should viot donlr+ Jesus! The word of the |
AposHes should be trusted, and we are blessed if
we believe i

4) He s Lord — and Thomas showed us e right
response — Wy Lord and wy God'.

why did Jolhn write all of this down?
So that we might believe in Jesus CRER

As we believe in Jesus, what happens?

we have life v His vame! CCEER

29
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Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone
had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running
to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved,
and said, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we
don’t know where they have put him!’  So Peter and the
other disciple started for the tomb. ¢ Both were running, but
the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 3
He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there
but did not go in. ¢ Then Simon Peter came along behind him
and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen
lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped
round Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place,
Seéparate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who
had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and
believed. °© (They still did not understand from Scripture
that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) ° Then the disciples
went back to where they were staying. ! Now Mary stood
outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look
into the tomb 2 ang saw two angels in white, seated where
Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the
foot. ! They asked her, ‘Woman, why are you crying?’ ‘They
have taken my Lord away,’ she said, ‘and I don’t know where
they have put him.’ 14 At this, she turned round and saw
Jesus standing there, but she did not realise that it was
Jesus. '° He asked her, ‘Woman, why are you crying? Who is
it you are looking for?’ Thinking he was the gardener, she
said, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you
have put him, and I will get him.’ 16 Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.’
She turned towards him and cried out in Aramaic, ‘Rabbonil’
(which means ‘Teacher’). 1" Jesus said, ‘Do not hold on to me,
for I have not yet ascended to the Father, Go instead to my
brothers and tell them, “I am ascending to my Father and

your Father, to my God and your God.” 8 Mary Magdalene
went to the disciples with the news: ‘I have seen the Lord!’
And she told them that he had said these things to her. ° On
the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples
were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish
leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace
be with youl’ 20 Aftep he said this, he showed them his
hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they
Saw the Lord. 3! Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you! As
the Father has sent me, I am sending you.’ 22 And with that
he breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23
If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you
do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.’ 24 Now Thomas
(also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with
the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples
told him, ‘We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them,
‘Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger
where the nails were, and put my hand into hig side, I will
not believe.’ 26 A week later his disciples were in the house
again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were
locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace
be with you!’ 2” Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger
here; see my hands. Reach out your hang and put it into
my side. Stop doubting and believe.’ 28 Thomas said to him,
‘My Lord and my God!’ 2° Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you
have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have believed.’ 30 Jesus performed
many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which
are not recorded in this book, 3! But these are written that
Yyou may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God,
and that by believing you may have life in his name.




Feed the world..

Johm 2\

“Thronahont Jolv's @\g
ceew g Wniracle Nappen t
word (or explavation).

We dow'+ veed To guess W

|
Tesuns tells us: | n
So What should we expect Hnis £

The samel

Avd that’'s what we find:

e we have
opel eadh Time
f\/\&\s peen followed WY the

Verses |-\4 — The wmiracle

Verses \9-\9q — The word of explaviation

Wk the wiracle means =

nal miracle?

Chapter 21

' Afterwards Jesus appeared again to
his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee.
It happened thig way:

* Simon Peter, Thomas (also known
as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana
in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and
two other disciples were together.

® ‘I'm going out to fish,” Simon Peter
told them, and they said, ‘“We’1] go
with you.’ So they went out ang got
into the boat, but that night they
caught nothing.

Early in the morning, Jesus stood
on the shore, but the disciples did
not realise that it wag Jesus.

® He called out to them, ‘Friends,
haven’t you any fish?’ ‘No,’ they
answered.




He said, ‘Throw your net on the right side
of the boat and you will find some.” When
they did, they were unable to haul the net
in because of the large number of fish.

Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said
to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon
Peter heard him say, ‘It is the Lord,’ he
wrapped his outer garment around him
(for he had taken it off) and jumped into
the water.

The other disciples followed in the boat,
towing the net full of fish, for they were
not far from shore, about a hundred
metres.

When they landed, they saw a fire of
burning coals there with fish on it, and
some bread.

10 Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some of the
fish you have just caught.’

11 go Simon Peter climbed back into the
boat and dragged the net ashore. It was
full of large fish, 153, but even with so
many the net was not torn.

12 Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have
breakfast.’ None of the disciples dared
ask him, ‘Who are you?’ They knew it
was the Lord.

15 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it
to them, and did the same with the fish.

14 This was now the third time Jesus
appeared to his disciples after he was
raised from the dead.

15 When they had finished eating, Jesus
aaid to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John,
do you love me more than these?’ “Yes,
Lord,’ he said, ‘you know that I love
you.’ Jesus said, ‘Feed my lambs.’




'® Again Jesus said, ‘Simon son of John,
do you love me?’ He answered, ‘Yes,
Lord, you know that I love you.’ Jesus
said, ‘Take care of my sheep.’

" The third time he said to him,
‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked
him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’
He said, ‘Lord, you know all things;
you know that I love you.’ Jesus said,
‘Feed my sheep.

' Very truly I tell you, when you were
younger you dressed yourself and
went where you wanted; but when
you are old you will stretch out, your
hands, and someone elsge will dress

you and lead you where you do not
want to go.’

19 Jesus said this to indicate the kind of
death by which Peter would glorify
God. Then he said to him, ‘Follow me!’

. Some have suggested Hhere is siomificavice v the
C . vumber of Flsln /\6%)

| Previous occasion whev He +old +Ine|/m to “Fish for wmew’
7 Tolw's Gospel - 115 in the other Gospels!

0 that follow it whnida explain i

W at does'th mean?

The miracle

Rl e I

There have beew any iumber of ! guesses” about what
this miracle means.

BB St L R —

Others have said Jesus i< r@w]mdmm His disciples of 4

= the trouvle is that this wasw'+ recorde by Jolm iv

The Yey +o deerst‘&mdlvm the miracle lies in Hre woryls

What does Jesusque“and

teach in verses (Slcld e [n catching a large number of
s ’ fish He feeds the Apostles!

e They have breakfast together.

C AR LT T

(command) 0 H|s Apostles’? ‘Feed my lambs.’

- Jesus often talked about sheep/
lambs.

Remember John 10 v 11: ‘l am the
good shepherd’

and John 10 v 27: ‘My sheep listen
to my voice; | know them, and
they follow me.’

37



e _The miracle of Hne caton was purely for Hne benefit
_of fhe Apostles — +o underlive Jesus position as

tine_one whio will provide for theim when they gp out
+o feed vtners.

B e LI =

Jesus didv'+ veed the coaten = He already had
breakfast ov the !

‘sheep’ A
Feople who love and follow Jesus are sheey B HEHEGE S @ ‘When they landed, ey saw a fire of
_ and He is Hhe Good Shepherd. i el SRR,

) LAy . burving coals there with fish ov it, and some
Jesus wants the Apostles o feed (feach b Ll ,

ns with His word.
CED: ‘Teed my lambs.
€D “Toke care of Wy sheep.’

T

R o They were back at the Sea of Tikerias, which is
__avotiner vame for the Sea of fualilee..,

: The Apostles have headed back +o Hhe Sea of
G Feod my sheep! B2 R o —[alilee +o ve fishermen. we originally evcountered

, pr P them here at e Sea of Gulilee v chapter | The
G “Follow me! PR S Sl cen esus comes to fud them and re-employ Hhem!

~ ew, Hhat Hhis miracle 1s R e « :
= s@@ms’llk(f/l\/, T\Amﬂ/}er +Hhan 4 ‘Fishing’ L5 e Jolh, as ever, gives us lots of detuils so we kvow
’ “Ccmg WM; 6 ds Hhs disconraged and Lo we oo trust Hie acconnt, The location, e Fime,
miracle. Jesns tee - B St e :
deflated disciples and Hhen re-commissions far i o aud even the wumber of larae fish|

Hhewm +o feed others. e B Ifitis a sending out of the disciples for service,

-7 what do we learn avount Peter and Johu at this

 foundation stane of the churcn?

T TR

el P flles o I 3 s+ i =

- Lets turv over and have 4 look..,




Peter

—_—

"How was Peter’s mor:
andﬂ?Ebeéﬁgir'ZiThorale Peter could not have been at a
5 2RI EH NS lower state. He had just failed

Jesus by denying Him three times.

15 When they had finished eating, Jesus
said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon Son of S _
ore than PR Sl b 11 |
Joln, (,1? you.love I,ne o . S So what do we find Jesus €ED: ‘Do you love me more
these?’ ‘Yes, Lord,” he said, you B s . e A
know that I love you.’ Jesus said, | BEE R Lo R 1 5[.1 ? am. o = Iov;a g
] 1 GD: me?’

‘Feed my lambs.’
€5 ‘Do you love me?’

€D ‘Yes, Lord, he said, ‘you
know that | love you.’

€D ‘Yes, Lord, you know that |
love you.’

€2 ‘Lord, you know all things;
you know that | love you.’

16 Again Jesus said, ‘Simon son of John,
do you love me?’ He answered, ‘Yes,
Lord, you know that I love you.’ Jesus

said, ‘Take care of my sheep.’

17 The third time he said to him,
‘gimon son of John, do you love me?’
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked
him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’
He said, ‘Lord, you know all things;
you know that 1 love you.’ Jesus said,

‘Feed my sheep.

Note Hhat Pefer s sacked Hhe same question Hhree +Himes!
This 15 a deliverate r@—oovnvmss\ovnvnmj _ g reversal of Peter’s |

- taree devials .
et lice Hae miracle of Hhe fish, where \twas not Hae skl |

of +ne flehermen Hhat made e caton, bud ratiner Jesns
- Who filled Hne vets to overflowing... |
Here it will not be in Peter’s strevgti o okl Hhat makes

- hivn useful +o Gpod, lout tEis Jesus who vow evapowers hih |
2 o do (od’s work of building the cnureh! |
- So, from beivgy rock bottom.. and a feeling of fotal despair.. E
+o e ewtrusted leader of God’s dhurdh on earth...

et AL
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we (Hhe sheep) will be fed by Jesus — Hhrongh the
AposHes — led by Peter:

Verse \o — “Feed my lambs.”
Verse |\ — “Take care of my sheep.’
Verse \7 - “Feed my sheep.”

So Peter is commissioned...
what things happened to lead up to this point?

He was given a new name: Cephas — eaing the
rock’l chapter \ v 42

He was promised the Holy Spirit would come and
“feach [him] all things.” chapter \4 v 2

‘“the Spirit of Trath .. will festify avout me
(Jesuns]. chapter \S v 2

“You [Apostes] also must testify [avout Jesuns].
cthapter \o vV 27

“the Spirit of Truth .. will guide you vto all the
troth. chapter \ v %

So what does Jesus mean by feed my sheep™?

The Holy Spirit has given the Aposties the Wmﬂn ?{3
Glod. They are ow to pass Hhis on o others. This s
what Feed my sheep’ means — 1's feaching people
Clod’s Word, the Bible. Clearly Peter Nas been put v
pole position as the first leader of the church.

The priority for Jesus is that the whole world
hears His word. (Remember Jolwm \0 v 2+ "Wy
sheep listen to my voice'.)

=
stairrs

Historical evidence shows that Unristianity orew
withiv the Romav Empire by 40 per cent each decade
from aD 40 to aAD %50, This happeved despite e
althorities tryivg v every wav +o crush, suppress
and Wipe out the early chnroh.

By the Hime of the emperor Constavtine (arpud

. AR 20%F) DD million people had become Christians —

Hhat's Sl per cent of Hhe Bimpire!

o People heard the word from the Apostles’ teachivg,

o The Spirit of Truth evmpowered i+.

Christian growth happevs whev i+ s based ov Hie

teaching of the Apostes i the (jospels.

So as we look for a dnureh, we vieed o ask surselves:

Ts the Bible being tauont7 TS Hne same nospel

being explaiied, as tanagnt vy the Holy Spirit +o

the Apostes?’




'8 Very truly I tell you, when you were
younger you dressed yourself and

went where you wanted; but when
you are old you will stretch out your
hands, and someone else will dress

you and lead you where you do not
want to go.’

9 Jesus said this to indicate the kind of
death by which Peter would glorify
God. Then he said to him, ‘Follow me!’

Jesus knows exactly what will
happen to Peter. He knows Peter
will be martyred.

Jesus stops us from worrying that
something has gone horribly wrong
with the project when we see Peter
Killed! Jesus knew... it was all part
of His plan.

(History tells us that Peter was x
crucified upside down by the Romans.
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Spme Christians €{Am0\€€‘|’ Hhat the way Peter ’F@(’//k

the sheep’ 15 —Hnromm\/] covmmmmiov... and iy the cleroy of

e churdh somelnow veing convected +o Peter Hnrommm

i
.|,f?

i

An wiroken succession of one gevierstion of cleroy layng

hands of consecration on e next aeveration.. the clergy

Haew distribute bread and feed the sheep

There are lmm problems herel Not least Hat v Jolav’s

_Gospel Haere 1S vo record of Hne Lord's Supper or

Covvnanion! T4 seems Wardly likely Haat Hais s what
Jesus is referrivg +o when he savs ‘Feed my, sheep’..

T+ i< wmuch more likely Hhat he nas w mind a word-based |
yivistry — viot a religous act of laying ov of hands — ove

TRl

4o avothner from e line of Peter!

Tspecially when we remeymber the sheep/shepherd

lavgmace of Sohn \D
The +rue sheep of Sesus’ flock hear his voice!

(Remember, also, that in our study of Jolm chapter

L. we saw Hhat Jesus used the bread as a picture to

_speak of faitin v Him, vot iterally fo speak of the

Lord's Supper.)

1

=0 Pgter turned and saw that the
disciple whom Jesus loved was
following them. (This was the one
who had leaned back against Jesus
at the supper and had said, ‘Lord,
who is going to betray you?’)

Ty

4

Il

SRty 3

21 ‘YVhen Peter saw him, he asked,
Lord, what about him?’

W

22 Jesus answered, ‘If I want him to
remain alive until T return, what is
that to you? You must follow me.’

’ﬂ“ﬂ‘ﬂ“ 1




23 Because of this, the rumour spread
among the believers that this disciple
would not die. But Jesus did not say Eiy i By : t”? fest
that he would not die; he only said, Hiece Uo Il (ié,_] 22 il O —
If T want him to remain alive until I g S S
return, what is that to you?’ )

T Vs 20-25, Hhe focuts shifts +o Jonm — +he |
writer of the Gospel. |

|
L
i

John gives us this detail to set
the record straight and ‘rubbish’
what was clearly an early rumour...

24 This is the disciple who testifies to '
these things and who wrote them hich probabl, Fod aidia
down. We know that his testimony o b e 2 AR

E 2 5 4 5% * 0B | reach old age.
j.S true. ; o X i £ AL Wi g

25 Jesus did many other things as well. ey o 2o -
If every one of them were written { P K FOn :
down, I suppose that even the whole - i : s Jer ,
world would not have room for the
books that would be written.

It's true! John has written an
accurate, eyewitness account.

A - 1\
'\ . A
£ B AN

At |

! i .

i i

_ey_er_ything that happen?
i

T

No! At a time when everything was
written on expensive papyrus, John
says he couldn’t record everything,
it would be too big a job.
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1 Afterwards Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the
Sea of Galilee. It happened this way: ? Simon Peter, Thomas
(also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee,
the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together.
5I'm going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they
said, ‘We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the
boat, but that night they caught nothing. 4 Farly in the
morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not
realise that it was Jesus. ® He called out to them, ‘Friends,
haven’t you any fish?’ ‘No,” they answered. ® He said,
“Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will
find some.’ When they did, they were unable to haul the net
in because of the large number of fish. ” Then the disciple
whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!” As soon
as Simon Peter heard him say, ‘It is the Lord,” he wrapped
his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and
jumped into the water. 8 The other disciples followed in the
boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from
shore, about a hundred metres. 9 When they landed, they
saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some
bread. 1° Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some of the fish you have
just caught.” * So Simon Peter climbed back into the boat
and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153,
but even with so many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said
to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’” None of the disciples
dared ask him, ‘Who are you?’ They knew it was the Lord.
13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did
the same with the fish. 4 This was now the third time Jesus
appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.

15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon
Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me more than
these?’ ‘Yes, Lord,” he said, ‘you know that I love you.’

Jesus said, ‘Feed my lambs.’ '® Again Jesus said, ‘Simon
son of John, do you love me?’ He answered, ‘Yes, Lord, you
know that I love you.’ Jesus said, ‘Take care of my sheep.’
17 The third time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do
you love me?’ Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the

third time, ‘Do you love me?’ He said, ‘Lord, you know all
things; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said, ‘Feed my
sheep. '8 Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you
dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when
you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone
else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to
go.’ 1° Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which
Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, ‘Follow me!’
20 peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved
was following them. (This was the one who had leaned
back against Jesus at the supper and had said, ‘Lord, who
is going to betray you?’) 2 When Peter saw him, he asked,
‘Lord, what about him?’ #* Jesus answered, ‘If I want him to
remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must
follow me.’ 2° Because of this, the rumour spread among
the believers that this disciple would not die. But Jesus
did not say that he would not die; he only said, ‘If I want
him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you?’
24 Thig is the disciple who testifies to these things and who
wrote them down. We know that his testimony is true.
25 Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them
were written down, I suppose that even the whole world
would not have room for the books that would be written.
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Questions o Hhink mrougl/l:

How have these votes chanaed your view of

who Jesus 1s7
® As the Christ, the Sov of Crod7?

How have these studies helped you +o
mwiderstand what i+ means +o ‘have life v his
name’ (3ol 20 v »\)7

Do you vow understand Giod’s arace and truth7?
(God’s riches at Christ’s expense)

CEIIRTID: T Word became flesh and made
his dwelling among) us. We have seen his glory,
the glory of the ove and only Son, who came
from the Father, full of grace and truth.’

Has Jesus chanaed your thivking and your
heart as we have studied Hfis word, so +hat you

belowg in God’s family7

CEESRFEY: /et +o all who did receive him, +o
those who believed in his name, he 9ave the
right +o become childrev of Grod’.

Could you now write your own name in Hat same

verse from chapter | v | 2.:

who did receive him, +o
who believed in his wame, he gave the right +o become
thildren of God.

We brivg netiivg... the God of creation has dove
everything we need... our partis simply +o accept
His free aift. we do +his b\ ackvowledoing our siv,
savvg) sorry for i, and +turning +o Jesus as our
Savieur. You can do +his right vow! Here is a praver
vou may like +o say:




Now T ask You to plesse come into my life as T Hrus+ |

Come v as v Savieur +o tleavse me.
: « Lord | : - %
| ' +o \H e
| | | Please gm e ﬂg Spirit o live insige me and make

I I pra 1S in Jesus’ vame

CESEEDD: T i was life, and that life was the light
of all mankind.
ESEEETETERD: Tor Cod so loved the world, that he
pave his ove and only Sow, that whoever w@l'\c\/c? m him
chall vot perish but have eterval life. For God did vot
send his Son into the world +o condeynm the world, but
+o save the world through him.
EEEXEED: Thev Sesus declared, ‘T am the vread of
life. Whoever comes to me will never go huigry, and
whoever believes in me will never ve Hirsty.
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