Poth miracles happew on e Sabbath’,
But whatis the Savbath7?

5 \-24
SOV\V\ 9N The word ‘Savbaty’ SWply means ‘res+'| T+
comes from the book of aenesis at the start
of the Bible. T+ speaks about a perfect

ion | ns
tart of avew cection W Sohn
2

ol & sees e sﬁ/\rot/\f/)\/\ fo chapter \0.

&ogpel Haat rns

Ly Hwo yiracles. Jesns relationship with God in His perfect universe.
. S WA M“’ .
T+ beous and ewd jre Sions o Feahn 15 avo This is perfect res+.

tells us Hhat voth

Pecanse we have rewelled aoainst God we
Giod’s work.

wito have vever kvown a perfect relationship
Jesns miraculonsty breaks

ey show how Jes i, R Al aont Wl.ﬁ/.] Him, or Hne ‘pechoﬁ— wiiverse that the
rearion +o put it right ing Hiew wew ife and original Savbath v Gevesis 2. was all apout
¢ : Wi . .
Glod restning He Petjfl@, 2w e However, God did promise Hhat one doy He
S

. wto ‘
bringing Thew would rescue us and give us perfect rest Grod

gave His people laws about the Savbath s
hat one day of Hie week Hiey would ot
remember they were made for a

perfect relationship with Him and

look forward +o Hhe perfect wiverse
Now Jesys i s . .
Jesus did many oHner SIS i Hye !, He promised,

~ 2
A of his (1o5Pe
fes at The el
Ao Johm wirt

4 Sadly, the Jews of Jesus’ day had =
may belie . . ; missed Hhe main point of Hne Sabbath ‘ -
i / N JCSM[TCI\;VTW Christ, the Son / — looking) forward +o tfis perfect rest E -

S 4e4 may have (i | - i |
1 his waime. - Jolm 25 ve | 1 7ave fife and were instead obsessed with Hae

; minute details of Hie laws.




! Some time later, Jesus went up to
Jerusalem for one of the Jewish
festivals.

Now there is in Jerusalem near the
Sheep Gate g pool, which in Aramaic

is called Bethesds and which is
surrounded by five covered colonnades.
Here a great number of disabled people
used to lie - the blind, the lame, the
paralysed.®

One who wag there had been an invalid
for thirty-eight years.

When Jesus saw him lying there

and learned that he had been in thig
condition for g long time, he askeqd him,
‘Do you want to get well?’

‘Sir,’ the invalid replied, ‘T have no one
to help me into the pool when the water
is stirred. While T am trying to get in,
someone else goes down ahead of me.’
Then Jesus said to him, ‘Get up! Pick up
your mat and walk.’

® At once the INan was cured; he picked
up his mat and walked. The day on
which this took place was a Sabbath,

% and so the Jewish leaders said to the
man who had been healed, ‘It is the
Sabbath; the 1aw forbids you to carry
your mat.’

1 But he replied, ‘The man who made
me well said to me, “Pick up your mat
and walk,”

'2 So they asked him, ‘Who is thig fellow
who told you to pick it up and walk?’

'* The man who was healed had no ideg,
who it was, for desus had Slipped away
into the crowd that was there.

' Later Jesug found him at the temple
and said to him, ‘See, you are well
again. Stop Sinning op Something
worse may happen to you.’

K Some early mannscripts omit v 4 2s it migh+
have been added vy later copyists, Wodery
fravslations therefore do viot nclude +ne verse,
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® Then Jesus said to him, ‘Get up! Pick
Uup your mat and walk.’

® At once the man Was cured; he picked
up his mat and walked. The day on
which this took place was a Sabbath,

John chapter 1 3

Tv Hne beginning was e wWord, and the Word

was with Ged, snd He Word was Giod. He was

Wit Giod in The vegining. Througin him all 5
Hhings were made; wirthoutt i ~vu>+\mv1.f/)~\/m
made that has beey made. Tn i was Iife,

and Hnat life was The

light of all amkind. “

% How do these events pick up

e L T T TIFE T

§ on what we know of the Sabbath?

0 5

il

;' [0
Jesu

“na

Jesus is working! He is doing the
work that the Sabbath was all about.

Jesus totally heals him.

The man who couldn't move a
muscle can now get up and walk.
Remember he had been paralyzed
for thirty-eight years! This is
miraculous, and a picture of the
perfect rest God promised.

S do this?

He simply speaks, and the man is
instantly healed!

This was no magic trick — Jesus is
the creator God! Let’s read again
Chapter 1 vs 1-4.



Jesus explains that He is doing
His Father’s work!

15 The man went away and told the
Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who
had made him well.

16 S0, because Jesus was doing these
things on the Sabbath, the Jewish
leaders began to persecute him. :

L L G s The Jews reject God’s work.

17 Tn his defence Jesus said to them,
an They persecute Jesus.

‘My Father is always at his work to : -
this very day, and I too am working.’ R Lo ey

: A recognize Jesus as God'’s Son
and try even harder to kill Him.

18 For this reason they tried all the
more to kill him; not only was he
breaking the Sabbath, but he was
even calling God his own Father,
making himself equal with God.

11



e : “ : i
** Jesus gave them this answer: ‘Very 2 TN =
truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing o ewnardlisworkls
by himself; he can do only what he sees i W
his Father doing, because whatever the . cwnendlewillder
Father does the Son also does. e i S

Wl do \

*° For the Father loves the Son and shows ; s S Fﬂ‘ﬁ*ﬁﬁf
him all he does. Yes, and he will show Bl
him even greater works than these, so

g
WA | To do the work of the Father!

i Tl ‘ He can do nothing by Himsel.
that you will be amazed. AT R 3
R big : € He does only what He sees
the Father doing.

Whatever the Father does He
does.

: | '

“! For just as the Father raises the fo i G g |

dead and gives them life, even so the B i poe il

Son gives life to whom he is Pleased to by ks AR, |

give it. ] The Father shows Him all that

He is doing!

#2 Moreover, the Father Judges no one, but ) He has come to give life from

has entrusted all judgment to the Son, " ¢ the Eathet

i E ] oy

** that all may honour the Son just as R e LR

they honour the Father., Whoever does
not honour the Son does not honour

the Father, who sent him.

He has come to judge on the
o ‘? Father’'s behalf.

j'_v Whoever does not honour

v

the Son does not honour the
Father.

if \{\I(é_do .not honour the Son
~——1= what are we saying to God?



To bring eternal life, and save us
from judgement.

35 T s By hearing and believing in the
24 ‘Jery truly I tell you, whoever hears a0k o 4 g _;‘ G &t

my word and believes him who sent iR S S i 'Et!fh Z

me has eternal life and will not be 2 o:ﬁjs* | appen

judged but has crossed over from

i
death to life.

Now — as we cross over from death
to life.

i Why does Jesus

e and do this work?

30

i co
Jesus tells us that our natural

condition without Him is dead and
without hope.

If we don'’t believe Jesus we will
still face His judgement. We remain
dead, with no hope of life.

€ Verse 2.4 :
; IS a ke verse — \+ . , L _ ; S,
€ sUmmarises the whole section. A s 7 F b ILJeZus is Gﬁd el \r/]ve have seen
—— - , . i ISHEEEE & that He is — then not honouring
' e ki Him is evidence of our refusal to
honour God.

A So what is sin?
First and foremost it is not about
failing to be a decent person. No,

it's all about failing to honour the
Son —that is sin.
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veol All of ns have £ailed o honont +Hhe Sov

That's why we cand condemned 4 &\p

That's why wWe are spiritunally dead.

herefore without the work of God, Through Jesus,
we are condewmed.
ppood envrohn 15 simply ot

help nimsetf?

Bey pyood enono.
o Com o dead man
2 condevnned man Save Nimmself?

o (Cov
from sutside of purselves —

No — we veed help

Jesuns.

This s ove O<F Hhe
dlearest and viggest
lessons of Johw’s
?OSPC' — we MﬁlVCjus—[—
Iscovered what ‘siy’

Teally is
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His work?

When v‘\!/'il'l'jé:s-u'sﬂ'cllo

At =t

Now He is giving spiritual life to
those who are spiritually

. dead.
= Very truly I tell you, a time is coming 2P f e 7
and has now come when the dead will it o Vi il ?Z'\s/\/(al a(l:Ioprgir\)Al/eenthee
hear the voice of t, SR s s will rai r
De Son of God and e b SR living and the dead —to

those who h i1l 1i Aoaaia e vz il Bt
farwill live, g LR } judgement.

For as the Father has life in himself, s e ho will hear the voice of Jesus
S0 he has granted the Son also to £Lard - mes : TP AR
have life in himself.

L F and what will be the result?

Everyone! That includes:

27 . g

And he has given him authority to e relatives

Judge because he is the Son of Man. ® business colleagues

e people from every religion

= Lo not be amazed at this, for a time ¢ youandme

1gs coming when all who are in theip i ; : ¢ the living and the dead!

raves will hear his voice o R S i ~ And the result — will be

= o = P R i ~ judgement leading to either life or

and come out - those who have done A RE L L8 | condemnation.

what is good will rise to live, and | g B B

those who have done what is evil will s Jesus do this work?

rise to be condemned. it 5 i

figes R : BiL | His word!
,‘\ i ; s i { - Jesus does His work both now, as He

gives us spiritual life with God, and
at a fixed point in the future, when He
will come to judge everyone.

€ *’Wﬁs o another wav of savqioy:
“Novouring the Sow'.

He is sorting our eternal destiny! So

it's vital we study the Word! i
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John 5 vg 1-29 Father, making himself equal with God. *° Jesus gave them
B this answer: ‘Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing

! Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doin g
Jewish festivals. 2 Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 2° Fop

Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called B ethesda and which the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes,
is surrounded by five covered colonnades.  Here g great and he will show him even greater works than these, so
number of disabled beople used to lie - the blind, the lame, that you will be amazed. 2! For just as the Fathep raises
the paralysed. ® One who was there had been an invalid for the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life
thirty-eight years. ® When Jesus saw him lying there and to whom he is pleased to give it. 22 Moreover, the Father

learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the S on,
) I3 27 Qs 9 3 :
he asked him, ‘Do you want to get well? Sir,” the invalid 25 that all may honour the Son just as they honour s

replied, ‘T have no one to help me into the Pool when the Father. Whoever does not honour the Son does not honour

water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else the Father, who sent him. 2 “Vepy truly I tell you, whoever
98 . q ¢

goes down ahead of me. Then Jesus said to him, ‘Get up! hears my word ang believes him who sent me has eternal

Pick up your mat and walk.” ° At once the man was cured; life and will not be Judged but has crossed over from death
he picked up his mat and walked. The day on which this to life. 2® Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has
took place was g Sabbath, ° and so the Jewish leaders said now come when the dead will heap the voice of the Son

to the man who had been healed, It is the Sabbath; the law of God and those who hear will live. 26 Fop as the Fathep

forbids you to Carry your mat.’ ! But he replied, ‘“The man has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have

Who made me well said to me, “Pick up your mat and walk.”™ life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to judge
** 8o they asked him, “Who is this fellow who told you to because he is the Son of Man. 28 ‘Do not be amazed at this,

pick it up and walk?’ ** The man who was healed had no idea for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will
who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that, hear his voice 2° ang come out - those who have done what
was there. ** Later Jesus found him at the temple and said is good will rise to live, and those who have done what is
to him, ‘See, you are well again. Stop sinning or something evil will rise to be condemned. -~
worse may happen to you.’ ® The man went away and told ’ \
|
|

the Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who had made him t
well. '° So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Comlng next..
Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to bersecute him. 17 In
his defence Jesus said to them, ‘My Father is always at his
work to this very day, and I too am working.’ 18 Fop this
reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he
breaking the Sabbath, but he was éven calling God his own

we Wil e in Hhe ‘conriroom ;%
\l‘oolcma) s Hne evidence for ﬁ/\l
extraordinary claims vy Jesus:

|
|




EWdence that
demands a

verdict
John 5 /¢ 20-47

IV our fir<+ Sectiow, Watch py+ for Hhe
Stddev g dramatig shift iv whg+ Jesus

ears haif way Mrougiy v 2,7,
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Defence: eyewitness evidence

LAt the words th
*® “You have sent to John and he has ¥ i 5 =1 more than any others here?
testified to the truth. b i

3¢ Not that I accept human testimony; but
I mention it that you may be saved.

% John was a lamp that burned and gave

light, and you chose for a time to enjoy
his light.

In Jewish law, if evidence was to be
accepted it was necessary to have
at least two male witnesses. Jesus
explains that He does not simply
speak on His own authority. QEaEE

36 ‘T have testimony weightier than that
of John. For the works that the Father
has given me to finish - the very works

that I am doing - testify that the Father
has sent me.

eIl

N VSN

8% ™ Jesus sets a higher standard than
| peih o BB REL just ‘human testimony’.
°" And the Father who sent me has & | | [ ¥
Hmgelf tostifled concerning me. L gy ence d es Jesus offer for
—ou have never heard his voice 10T 57 i who He is and what He is doing?
seen his form, A s e .

There are three major points of
evidence to support His case "
and they are all hugely impressive!

So what are they7? ?
/

25
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1) The Wit
Witiess of Jolm Hie Bap+
aptist
Jolv Hre Bap+ .
Pt was accepted as ;—lf!/] SVidence for Jesus Hherefore, is

an estalli
o JOM&;]@:I;M@?? Prophet sewt by God
* € Daptist’s festi " ’ |
pretty impressive.. v 35 ] il e
| ® The Word of Giod (he o1
Testament)

Put \

mﬁeff;ms savs His testimony is even s Thew

s s witvess of Joln Hye Paptis+
) ® The word and works of Teoys

2 ‘
) N?*JMsﬁ— Jesus’ words — put 41
miracul Wolds — but4is
ous works too QER)

97) &DA'S Wo i
7
Wotdl i support of Jesus [ 572 |
what does &wd sV abolt Jesns?

sphets, avout Tne

(&wd speaks, jjatougm J—_Hg prophets, a 4
WMessiahn mmdr@dg of Himes v the Old Testament.
! el we see no

0)

As we turv the panes of Jolwn's Grospel, We S Now
Tesus fulfils these Eromigag, Hime and Hime anaiv.




From Defence to Prosecution

=

8 Did you spot th dramatic shift?

57 And the Father who sent me has it © R | It's massive - Jesus is damning.
himself testified concerning me. " e S *'r ML -r :,- it : He puts the Jews in the dock —
You have never heard his voice ks ol =~ Dbecause they don’t know God!
nor seen his form, i — _ 88 I Jesus now turns from their

S LR L examination of Him to His

38 nor does his word dwell In you, for Pl : ~ UERE | examination of them!

you do not believe the one he sent.

s This is serious! This 7o , ‘
39 dv the Scriptures diligently . ‘ ~(/uerroom scevie is +aiin
You study P Place in e Temple, wity e Very people who

. Q Ou ‘ ! a3y .." oty ‘
because you think that in them y o @ | areplotting fo il fim (remem

have eternal life. These are the very ber v | ).
Scriptures that testify about me,
| & 1 .
40 yot, you refuse to come to me to W . . hce against them”
paaliio N : iThG S R i e ‘Never heard his voice’

jr
°

41 7 do not accept glory from human ‘Not seen his form’ ClEa

beings e ‘His word does not dwell in you’

e ‘“You do not believe the one he
sent’

e ‘You study the Scriptures ...
yet you refuse to come to me’

Even though they are in the Temple,
they don’'t know God! 29



*but I know you. I know that you do not i
have the love of God in your hearts.

**I have come in my Father’s name, and

DA "
you do not accept me; but if someone | 4 AR ___J]
else comes in his own name, you will ke pm—
accept him, e taRe s ki

S
|

: g problem?
*¢ How can you believe since you accept kel SEETHA
glory from one another but do not seek b S A s SO

e They don't love God.
the glory that comes from the only God?

e They love the glory that comes
from each other, instead of

looking for God’s glory!

Forgetting God, they prefer their
own importance.

* ‘But do not think I will accuse you
before the Father. Your accuser is

Moses, on whom your hopes are set,.

6 If you believed Moses, you would :

believe me, for he wrote about me. ~ Jesus concludes His ‘courtroom
e S8 ' cvidence with a sucker punch:

*" But since you do not believe what he ok TS SRR \ 11 o claim to be keeping the
wrote, how are you going to believe o Y & o hope of salvation.
what I say?’ However, Moses, who gave them

God’s law and is their hero, is now

the one who puts them in the ‘dock’.

31
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Vidence7

This is sobering,
But what do

of the ¢
relationship wit) God7

And what does +yis
evidence say avout our
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A avout looking @ood v frovt
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Tesus says that if we reject Hm, the evidevce
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p) Ve HFv-4F: Jesus’ 0ase agpinst the Jews

Let’'s sum up the case as set by Jesns.
2) s D023 The evidence for Jesus

of each other.
o We dow

+hev

- e T S
e J.l.-.-lll.l. .. wmetnt T




John B vs 30-47

50 By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, is Moses, on whom your hopes are set. 46 Tf you believed
and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me.
but him who sent me. 1 1f T testify aboub myself, my 47 Byt since you do not believe what he wrote, how are
testimony is not true. % There is another who testifies you going to believe what I say?’

in my favour, and I know that his testimony about me
is true. 3 ‘You have sent to John and he has testified to
the truth. 3 Not that I accept human testimony; but I
mention it that you may be saved. 3 John was a lamp
that burned and gave light, and you chose for a time to
enjoy his light. 36 ‘] have testimony weightier than that
of John. For the works that the Father has given me to0
finish - the very works that 1 am doing - testify that the
Father has sent me. ¥ And the Father who sent me has
himself testified concerning me. vou have never heard
his voice nor seen his form, %8 nor does his word dwell in

you, for you do not believe the one he sent. * You study 14t ComeS ne to /
\X .

|

the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them
you have eternal life. These are the Very Scriptures that Ol Yy J esus ¢ an by

testify about me, *° yet you refuse to come to me to have satisfacH . 9 true
life. 4! ‘I do not accept glory from human beings, ** but
I know you. I know that you do not have the love of God
in your hearts. 43 T have come in my Father’s name, and
you do not accept me; but if someone else comes in his
own name, you will accept him. 4 How can you believe
since you accept glory from one another but do not seek
the glory that comes from the only God? *°* ‘But do not
think I will accuse you pbefore the Father. Your accuser
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6 W\

WMoses 15 Wi ml
nad resoned Thew:

wilderness, havt
w1 e land of TOM

Exodus chapter 16 vs 4-8

/'Tl/]evn the LoRD said +o Woses, ‘T will rain
down bread from heaven for You. The people
are fo oo out eadn day and oatner enouan
for that day. v +his way T will +es+
hem and see whether Haey will £ollow my
mstrictions, Ov the sixth day they are +o
Prepare what they brivg in, avd thatis +o
e twice as much as ey gather on the
other days.” So Woses and Adron said +o
all the Tsraelites, Tv Hae eveving you will
know that i+ was the LoRD who brongih+
You ot of Boppt, and v Hoe Morming you
will see Hhe g9lory of the LoRD, becanse he
has heard your grumbling aoainst him, who

are we, that you should grumple a0ainst
Us?" Woses also said, “ou will know Ha
it was tHhe LoRD when he oives
ol meat to eat v the evening
and all the bread you want in +pe
Worwivg), becanse he Nas heard your
grumbling agaivst him, Who are
we7 You are vipt+ grmbling a0anst ‘ J
s, but against the LoRD.




and sat down with his disciples.

‘ € desert
. T .
1 both, God miraculously feeds Hic | . . ,
eople, Ty Hhe | The Jewish Passover Festival was near.

eser :
ake i+ +o Hie Promiced | conld

! ¢ ' 5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great

Ve em brea a+ |
15 for etervityl |
crowd coming towards him, he said to

eV o € set a5 o te<t’ | . .
e gesert — Philip, ‘Where shall we buy bread for

od Fested” eople to see | e woul
oV (Fod +o bri em to Hhe Promise ,_M e ‘ these people to eat?’

esus +ell ili ot Hiis is 4 Feet’ |
6 He asked this only to test him, for he

s gy — lot| , glready had in mind what he was going
to do.

ol /

7 Philip answered him, ‘It would take

more than half a year’s wages to buy
enough bread for each one to have a bite!’

W

1 gome time after this, Jesus crossed to
the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that
is, the Sea of Tiberias),

T TR

e .
=R T = ¥~
- - - B =1

8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon

2 and a great crowd of people followed Peter’s brother, spoke up,

him because they saw the signs he had

performed by healing those who were ill. o ‘Here is a boy with five small barley

loaves and two small fish, but how far

5 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside will they £o among so Many?’




Tsands of hungry people fed

o L
T

ddi'rig here?

19 Jesus said, ‘“Make the people sit
down.’ There was blenty of grass in
that place, and they sat down (about
five thousand men were there).

He miraculously feeds the people.

It shows Jesus as God’s rescuer.
God’s people were waiting for a
‘Prophet like Moses’ promised in
the Old Testament.

! Jesus then took the loaves, gave
thanks, and distributed to those who

were seated as much ag they wanted.
He did the same with the fish.

At Passover time.
'* When they had all had eénough to eat,

he said to his disciples, ‘Gather the

pieces that are left over. Let nothing
be wasted.’

r he disciples
: wlihewv Would t
[ fo+m\l\4 trust Jesus to feed them
‘ with the food they really

PassoVe
Hne Jews are

' So they gathered them and filled

B crooused on needed? Or would they
twelve baskets with the pieces of the pera it 2) By resoned . grumble and (\;\{Z”fta\/\i/jg
five barley loaves left over by those ) Being ciopnt with Grod because He didn't g
who had eaten. v

Hrem them what they wanted?
dingy Tne
0) Giod fee

41



8 \What did the peoplé_ say

=

- s L S e
e

= after seeing the miracle?
5 T 'ET""::" z
They think He must be the prophet

(like Moses) whom God promised.
14 After the people saw the sign Jesus

performed, they began to say,
‘Surely this is the Prophet who <
is to come into the world.’

15 Jesus, knowing that they intended
to come and make him King
by force, withdrew again to a

Because the people were planning
mountain by himself.

a revolution. They wanted a
political leader who would sort out
their immediate needs.

Jesus hadn’'t come to oust the
© Romans... He had come for
something much bigger...

43
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Jesus proves Himself
to the disciples!
*° When evening came, his disciples S i ;.-_.l"t' bk
wont down o the lake, - What things are surprising
Bl in this story? [

'” where they got into a boat and set,
off across the lake for Capernaum.

By now it was dark. ang J | 355 !
? eSU.S had o T x e .:' ¥ J . .
not yet joined them. - s BEL) (T They e the otlher side .
ke 53 s MR ‘immediately’ — in spite of the wind
and the waves.

‘Don’t be afraid!” — What a statement
from a man walking on water!

'® A strong wind was blowing and the
waters grew rough.

*® When they had rowed about three i <l el el sy o e

or fi i i

= L IIl.lleS, they saw Jesus ‘It is I..." This is the name God uses
ppl’oachm_g the boat, Walking on ' ; i ] : for Himself in the Old Testament.

the water; and they were frightened. B A e e T ’

20 But he said to them, ‘Tt is I; don’t be PR it 0
afraid.’ }':. ' Why does th appen?

21 h . This miracle is for the disciples’
~hen they were willing to take him l 3 benefit. Jesus is Lord over all His
into the boat, and immediately the | creation. Only He walks on water!

boat reached the shore where they | o e oy Only He can rescue.
were heading. it | g/

45



22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on g _ 5 B TG
the opposite shore of the lake realised that . git s 36;“5 spells out what He has
only one boat had been there, and that LA G o and has vot coime Fo dol
Jesus had not entered it with his disciples, g neie ' > the people looking for?
but that they had gone away alone. T Lt Ty ; e

23 Then some boats from Tiberias landed Food! COERX.

near the place where the people had eaten L e 1 B oo hadiEcome fotilithes
the bread after the Lord had given thanks. B T | stomachs, just as He hadn' Con'qre
24 Once the crowd realised that neither Jesus e | to solve political problems.

nor his disciples were there, they got s {i S .

into the boats and went to Capernaum in £ i \Vhat wa esus concerned about?

search of Jesus. s et I | ;
25 When they found him on the other side of s

the lake, they asked him, ‘Rabbi, when did A Z8) | Their bread will go mouldy — His

you get here?’ ' ' £ C Dbread lasts to ‘eternal life’.

26 Jegus answered, ‘Very truly I tell you, you

are looking for me, not because you saw emerns
the signs I performed but because you ate P WW‘ er, back thew people were emploved v Hae da
pagrtfood with thart dov’s wages, I’ﬂ/}@\/lll/]&l\/@w"l\j' |

the loaves and had your fill. . St :

27 Do not work for food that spoils, but for b =S iﬁ:ﬁw since Jesus fed Hhem Hae dav before — <o now
f00d that endures to eternal life, which the pra Lare back for inore.
Son of Man will give you. For on him God el TE———— - |
the Father has placed his seal of approval.’ : EENED o——

Eternity.

e s

Let’s stop for a moment and
compare Jesus’ priority with our
usual daily prayers for physical
health, a job, money and success...?
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do.

2¢ Then they asked him, ‘What must
we do to do the works God requires?’

Believe in the one God has sent.
29 Jesus answered, ‘The work of God

is this: to believe in the one he has
sent.’

Jesus has not come to make
people religious by doing things.
Instead He tells us to believe.

We see this in all other religions.

But Jesus is not interested in our
religious works for Him.

There is only one answer - believe
in Jesus. Q&
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They want to see Him perform signs.
50 9o they asked him, ‘“What sign then

will you give that we may see it and
believe you? What will you do?

Having just seen Him feed 5,000
men they aren’t satisfied. They
want more.

31 Oup ancestors ate the manna in the L 3 e Jesus =TT
wilderness; as it is written: “He gave ‘ I (o e et 3 e St S ¢ :
them bread from heaven to eat.” TR L Lk R He hasn’t come to be a ‘circus pony’

So we've seen that Jesus hasn’t

52 Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly Ltell  BRestaiiie S8 u s e uuieis i f
o SR ! ; R comer.

you, it is not Moses who has given

but it is
you the bread from heavzréile true 1 e As a political leader to sort out
my Father who gives yo 25 il s Ag]e our political problems
heaven. 45 s

bread from S e ; B 5 { e Or a material provider to meet
55 For the bread of God is the bread that z the needs people feel they have

comes down from heaven and gives | . e ; e e Or with a religious programme

life to the world.’ RAs g Fig ki ] to make us ‘religious’

. :Z*' g S i | Or as a ‘party trick’ magician

s ‘gir, they said, ‘always give us this T 3 88 from God

bread.’ : H o

sus come?

35 Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the
bread of life. Whoever cOmes to me
will never go hungry, and whoever
believes in me will never be thirsty.

Jesus deals with something much
bigger than the here and now —
He’'s concerned about eternity.

Jesus has come to give us an
absolutely satisfying, and eternally
rewarding relationship with God

that lasts forever! =



E

SR

i

% But as I told you, you have seen me
and still you do not believe.

°" All those the Father gives me will B ¢ M T ]olf
come to me, and whoever comes to | SR R
me I will never drive away.

% For I have come down from heaven AT A S | G
npt to do my will but to do the will of Lok 7 acal
him who sent me. joatin LS sl i

% And this is the will of him who sent
me, that I shall lose none of all those

he has given me, but raise them up
at the last day.

*° For my Father’s will is that
everyone who looks to the Son and

believes in him shall have eterna] i : Jesus’ work is wot fo..

life, and I will raise them up at the £ s, ® Give us all Hhe material things we demand

* Qive us religjous duties Hhat earn His favour
® Sort out our political provlems

® Perform siowms and miracles on deynand

last day.’

y ‘-“-5~‘I.\1Lk,e‘ 4

&

od?

&
&
[

Ged's will is Haat we believe in Jesus angd be
satisfied m and with Him Lorevert

The Jews honoured Moses
because they thought Moses was
the one who had provided bread for
them in the desert. Jesus corrects
them: God was always the provider.

Jesus has come down from
heaven as ‘bread’ from God to give
us ‘life’.

It's to give eternal life to everyone
who believes in Jesus!

we sum up what we’ve just read?

e Jesus is on earth to do God’s will

e (God is calling everyone to
believe in Him

e Jesus is not here just to give a
quick meal

e Jesus has come to give
something that lasts forever.

1

v — S | 53



John 6 vs 1-40

! Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of
Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), 2 and a great crowd of people
followed him because they saw the signs he had performed by
healing those who were ill. ® Then Jesus went Up on amountainside
and sat down with hig disciples. ¢ The Jewish Passover Festival
was near. ® When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming
towards him, he said to Philip, ‘Where shall we buy bread for these
people to eat?’ ¢ He asked this only to test him, for he already
had in mind what he was going to do. 7 Philip answered him, ‘It
would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread
for each one to have a bite!” ® Another of his disciples, Andrew,
Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, ° ‘Here is a boy with five small
barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so
many?’ '° Jesus said, ‘Make the beople sit down.’ There wag Plenty
of grass in that Place, and they sat down (about five thousand
men were there). ! Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and
distributed to those who were seated

ey had all had enough to
eat, he said to his disciples, ‘Gather the Dbieces that are left over.,
Let nothing be wasted.’ 15 So they gathered them and filled twelve
baskets with the Pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those
who had eaten. 4 After the people saw the sign Jesus performed,
they began to 8ay, ‘Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into
the world.’ 1® Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make
him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself, 16
When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, " where
they got into a boat and set off across the lake for Capernaum. By
now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined them. 18 A strong
wind was blowing and the waters grew rough, 19 When they had
rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus approaching the
boat, walking on the water; and they were frightened. 2° But he
said to them, ‘It is I; don’t be afraid.’ 2! Then they were willing
to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the
shore where they were heading. 22 The next day the crowd that
had stayed on the opposite shore of the lake realised that only one
boat had been there, and that Jesus had not entered it with his

disciples, but that they had gone away alone. #* Then some boats
from Tiberias landed near the place where the people had eaten
the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 2¢ Once the crowd
realised that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they got
into the boats and went to Capernaum in search of Jesus. 25 When
they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him,
‘Rabbi, when did you get here?’ 26 Jegus answered, ‘Very truly I
tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw the signs
I performed but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. 27
Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to
eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For on him God
the Father has placed his seal of approval.’ 26 Then they asked
him, ‘What must we do to do the works God requires?’ 22 Jesus
answered, ‘The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has
sent.’ * So they asked him, ‘What sign then will you give that we
may see it and believe you? What will you do? 3! Qup ancestors
ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written: “He gave them
bread from heaven to eat,” 32 Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly I tell
you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven,
but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 35
For the bread of God is the bread that comes down from heaven
and gives life to the world.’ 54 ‘Sir,’ they said, ‘always give us this
bread.” ® Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever
comes to me will never £0 hungry, and whoever believes in me
will never be thirsty. % But as I told you, you have seen me and
Still you do not believe. 37 A]] those the Father gives me will come
to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. %8 For T
have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will
. % And this is the will of him who sent me,
of all those he has given me, but raise them
up at the last day. 4° Fop my Father’s will is that everyone who
looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I
will raise them up at the last day.’
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We are gping +o look at +two big
Questions:

~Mhygimyre

41 At this the Jews there began to grumble
about him because he said, ‘I am the
bread that came down from heaven.’ ‘-

Q1l: His identity

What were the religiously educated

42 They said, ‘Is this not Jesus, the son e e ———
of Joseph, whose father and mother ( g JQW%??;" They were grumbling about who
we know? How can he now say,"l came ey N [i = Jesus said He was.

g et SHESEH |

down from heaven”?’ B R

does Jesus respond?

Stop grumbling!

43 ‘Qtop grumbling among yourselves,’
Jesus answered.

He has come from heaven.

44 “\Jo one can come to me unless the
Father who sent me draws them, and I
will raise them up at the last day.

The Father has sent Him (and
Jesus will raise them up at the last

day).

\ 7 He is the Teacher sent by God.
Lol your onildren 1

© il ve rangnt

oy the LoRD, and 1
i oreat vl be Thelr

= peate)

45 Tt is written in the Prophets: “They will
all be taught by God.” Everyone who has
heard the Father and learned from him

comes to me.

Jesus is claiming to have come
from God — as God - to teach His
people about God!

46 o one has seen the Father except the
one who is from God; only he has seen

the Father. A :
o _Fe"” d'_'oné befofe, how does Jesus

§ qggs_tiqn heir relationship with God?

As you can’t recognize me you
can't be close to God.

59
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tterval life from God comes
Hhrough believivg in Him.

47
Very truly I tell you, the one who Jesus — the bread of life.

believes has eternal life.

*Lam the bread of life.

Teans is Very clear. He has come o bring life.

49 Wik Wy N !
Your ancestors ate the manna in . ) @ | 1y Torelites relied on Ged o provide Wanna i

=2 T —— g e desert, but \t was Femporary. ITv wvﬁmsﬂ:
wread of ife’ — a life of eternity,

50 . . el Jesuns 1s the
But here is the bread that comes i et © right with Grod. —
down from heaven, which anyone o7 ' — . '
may eat and not die. |

51T am the living bread that came
down from heaven. Who 2 B
) . ever eats g 5 i HEATRRN it
::)1;13 gI.’ead will live for ever. Thig E e SaEtaREN [ i ‘|dl If you can'tses
ad 1s my flesh, which I will e eS| !  see
give for the life of the world.’ g ¢ | AL sCe i I )
’ : ; o s you. You are not one of God’s
8 people, or else you'd recognize

you're being taught by God!’

.
‘l am God! | bring eternal life...
and the cost is my life. This is my
mission.’
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Q2: His mission

52 Then the Jews began to argue sharply
among themselves, ‘How can this man

give us his flesh to eat?’ 6

They are taking Jesus’ words
literally and seem to think He wants
them to eat Him!

55 Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly I tell : i35
you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son Sk e HHH LR
of Man and drink his blood, you have W ey SHIRIREE | Remember John 6v35:

no life in you. A
o \;V”;‘ew Jesus declared, T am +he bread of life
Vool oever comes +o e will vever oo havory &\‘vm( "

54 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my
blood has eternal life, and I will raise
them up at the last day.

e @ | whoever beli ‘ |
Ll leve \ +h

: . S i me will vever e irsty,’ !

D i

In this verse when Jesus speaks of
Himself as the bread of life, He is
using picture language and does
not expect us to eat Him literally!

X ‘
Py g ] In'faf:t eats my flesh’ CEEEED
@ ¢ ..is'comestome D).

o { And ‘drinks my blood’ CEEEED

...Is ‘believes in me’ Q&

85 For my flesh is real food and my blood
is real drink.

56 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my
blood remains in me, and I in them.

et S speaks of ‘cating’
o | eating’ and ‘Arivicing’
i ;wih picture l&mqma@@ +o spem? MDZ{:{QWKW) F
(o] |

g vl mwm@i&:j‘ss‘ He wants s +o: believe in Jlj [
CHIMNV D5 and look +o Himn v 40Wy] E
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7 Just as the living Father sent me
and I live because of the Father, so

the one who feeds on me will live
because of me.

%8 This is the bread that came down

from heaven. Your ancestors ate
manga and died, but whoever feeds
on this bread will live for ever.’

® He said this while teaching in the
synagogue in Capernaum.

This all avout Jesus!

Jews in the synagogue that:

e Through His death He is the
eternal Passover Lamb

e His death will make full and final
payment for our sin

e He will carry all God’s judgement
and righteous anger at sin

e This is the key to eternal life

' { e Those who believe, He will take
: up to heaven

Real fulfilment — true life, with God,
that lasts forever! QEREetget]

¥ Remember — Jesus is talking
in picture language about His
death to come. It's all through His
death on the cross.

LR ]

have
'l

Through the cross, we are eternally
secure in Jesus, as we live in Jesus
i ff L and He in us.
3 ISl
Where has this been hinted at before?

e John the Baptist said in chapter
1v29: ‘Look, the lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the
world!” We'll see this spelt out
even more in chapter 19.
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Before we move +o ve @O-F\ we vieed 4o deal with 4
knotty issuel

0 I choose (iod or does od thoose me7

There is vo doubt from what Sesps says that we
have +o ‘velieve’, ‘feed’, come’ ang Arink’ .,

But, there is also vo doubt Haat we canvot ‘velieve,
or tome’ uwless e He firet evables us +o do <ol

In other words — Crod has prepared me by all +he

events leading up +o Hie +Hime vhen T have put my
Trust v Jesus.

Perhaps i+is wor+h askiiey — what would i+ be like
i all this really did depend on us7

we would e:

® Full of pride — we could bosst st how clever we've
been!

® Full of nsecurity as we waver — some days we will
follow... soime days we woun'+.

However wicomfor+avle we mighttfind . vecoming
A child in Cod’s family is dovon +o Ged — and His
promise:

Johm v44: ‘No one tan come to me uvless Hye
Father who sewt me draws thewm, and T will raise
them up atthe last day.’

Johm 5v2.4: ‘Very traly T tell you, whoever
hears my word and velieves nim Who sent me has
eternal life and will vot+ ve judged but was crossed
over from death +o life.’

® Dead people cannot rajce themselves..,
* Condevmned people cannot free themselves..

BVen so, He sHill comimans us to tome... look... ang
believe.”

Johm vA7: Very traly T +ell you, the one who
velieves has eterval life.’




ho's grumbling now!

60 On hearing it, many of his disciples :
said, “This is a hard teaching. Who b, g 4l T
can accept it?’ riga - ESUS ?Spond?

61 Aware that his disciples were L B 4 St | ou ain't seen nothing yet!
grumbling about this, Jesus said to 3 : e i -
them, ‘Does this offend you? B RS S — Ve 15 key
62 Then what if you see the Son of Man BBV 15 | B
T ik Spirit give?

ascend to where he was before!
Life! We have no life from God

within us — we have already seen

63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts
that we are spiritually dead.

for nothing. The words I have
spoken to you - they are full of the R :
Spirit and life. i . ring life?
64 et there are some of you who do not The words of Jesus.
believe.’ For Jesus had known from
the beginning which of them did not :
believe and who would betray him. Sy gt The wnbselie of some (includ |
— —— : " Vo surprise +o Jesys 9 Judas) is ‘g
He went on to say, This 1s why 1 >
told you that no one can come to me
unless the Father has enabled them.’

In vV
% Jesus re-emphasises Hie point

Yy have life | .
Father gives i+ 4o ys, .

', e ————

+
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This cthapter was ‘set up’ as
‘a test’

"How do some of *J_e_sgs’
| followers react to this teaching?

i

o The Jews grumbled to Moses...
% From this time many of his disciples .

turned back and no longer followed BERRE - 11 follawers havegiamabl el i
him. e e o G GSVERSRTIERIERE ) Jesus...

and now some turn away.
67
“You do not want to leave too, do

: Jesus is refusing to be the kind of
you?’ Jesus asked the Twelve.

Saviour thex wanted Him to be.

7 ; ﬁ:_ﬂiq A . &
How do the twelve respond

FE LGN T L -

i o T

% Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord,
to whom shall we g0? You have the
words of eternal life.

; g5 ¥k { _ Now Peter has tasted the ‘living

° We have come to believe and to know i ' Ge i breaq”, i n|ever e s
that you are the Holy One of God.’ Sarts PR Bl : ~anything else!

: i e ? . Peter answers for the group: You

" Then Jesus replied, ‘Have I not - ot . it A | L [ are the life-giver!
chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of G %55 V

you is a devil!l’

4 (He meant Judas, the son of Simon ! ; 2 &l '
I iot, ¢ ¢ ‘ ~ 5 i Tl } Of course Jesus knew all glong
TWG].VG, was later to betray hlm) : g | £ :[Jhat Ju' aﬂs] WSOU| of éroaé/ l
2 | €Ssus IS tne oon .

71



John 6 vs 41-71

L

41 At this the Jews there began to grumble about him
pecause he said, ‘T am the bread that came down from
heaven.’ % They said, ‘Is this not Jesus, the son of
Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he
now say,“I came down from heaven”?’ *° ‘Stop grumbling
among yourselves,’ Jesus answered. 44 ‘NJo one can come
to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I
will raise them up at the last day. 45 Tt ig written in the
Prophets: “They will all be taught by God.” Everyone who
has heard the Father and learned from him comes to me.
46 Jo one has seen the Father except the one who is from
God; only he has seen the Father. " Very truly I tell you,
the one who believes has eternal life. “® I am the bread of
1ife. 42 Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, yet
they died. ® But here is the bread that comes down from
heaven, which anyone may eat and not die. 51 T am the
living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats
this bread will live for ever. This bread is my flesh, which
1 will give for the life of the world.’ % Then the Jews began
to argue sharply among themselves, ‘How can this man
give us his flesh to eat?’ 5 Jesus said to them, “Very truly
I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and
drink his blood, you have no life in you. %* Whoever eats
my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will
raise them up at the last day. 85 For my flesh is real food
and my blood is real drink. 3¢ Whoever eats my flesh and
drinks my blood remains in me, and I in them. 57 Just as
the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father,

so the one who feeds on me ill live because of me. % This is
the bread that came down from heaven. Your ancestors ate
manna and died, but whoever feeds on this bread will live
for ever.’ 5° He said this while teaching in the synagogue
in Capernaum. 60 Opn hearing it, many of his disciples said,
“This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?’ ©* Aware that
his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to
them, ‘Does this offend you? % Then what if you see the Son
of Man ascend to where he was pefore! 6 The Spirit gives
life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words 1 have spoken
to you - they are full of the Spirit and life. 64 Yet there are
some of you who do not believe.’ For Jesus had known from
the beginning which of them did not believe and who would
betray him. % He went on to say,This is why I told you
that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled
them.’ % From this time many of his disciples turned back
and no longer followed him. 67 “vou do not want to leave too,
do you?’ Jesus asked the Twelve. % Simon Peter answered
him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life. °° We have come to believe and to know that you
are the Holy One of God.’ 70 Then Jesus replied, ‘Have I not
chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil’ ™ (He
meant Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, who, though one of
the Twelve, was later to betray him.)

Coming next..
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