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e : inni l
- ﬂﬁmi‘ Amazing beginnings!

e John stresses twice — the Word
was there in the beginning.

a0 S it : e :-}.' .
.':‘*_ i What or who is N
T st The Word was with God and
was God.
The Word is a person!

The Word, who is God and a
person, made everything.

But John’s claims for the Word
go even further!

i|
S g !In!.

Wht difference [
B does the Word %i‘_

e for life? et T
e P e The answer for life!
7k ¥y e Eternal life!

XD ¢ The source of life!

This makes sense if, as John
: F ik : has just claimed, the Word
T —— T e Bl o | SRy / is our creator!

The Word exioted before
Fme, before creafion,

vefore “Hne beaiming'! e o | @) 2,000 years later, the light of
| the Word still outshines the
v short.. HE 1S etervall darkness.



John the Baptist is
introduced and explained..

2 V\fhat had ohr
B Baptist (_;'(";;r'r{é tol do? He was sent by God to point to the
e BRI coming of “the light”.

Later in the chapter we’ll see:

Q

e He was the sensation of his day
— the preacher in the wilderness.

e John the Baptist would have
been all over your TV news, and
trending on Twitter.

e The government and religious
leaders sent people to check
him out!

e But John the Baptist is not the
much anticipated Word.

we still haven'+
veewn told who
the Word is...

11



10 He was in the world, and
though the world was made
through him, the world did
not recognise him.

11 He came to that which was
his own, but his own did not

receive him.

12 vet to all who did receive
him, to those who believed in
his name, he gave the right
to become children of God -

15 children born not of natural

descent, nor of human
decision or a husband’s will,
but born of God.

This is a ‘right’ +o a family’s
wealtth bevond your wildes+

i;wvms! Tl/1i§ TFather’ is richer
an a il -tilliovairel

e ‘The world’ G
e ‘His own’ (the Jews)

They are adopted into His family

Imagine being adopted into the
Royal family. God offers something
way bigger!

The phrase in v 12 — ‘he gave
the right’ — His offer comes with
absolute authority.

vi1a

To become children of God!

e not people born into a religious family

e not people who somehow became
religious

/e but people born of God.
| 13
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God’s glory on earth..

e (God comes down to earth as a man.

/ ® John wants us to know that he was
a first-hand witness to this.

e The Word is glorious — the Word
is God’s Son!

T+ 15 surprising that
the Word doesv'+ arrive
n a whirlwind of power
and might, mstead Jolm
says the Word comes full
of grace and frath,

So, \t's God’s Sov but
what s His name7!

15
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pecause ne
/SSV\Te have

16 Qut of 1is JULLO . place of
a11 received &F ace in P

qiready iver-

jven
- For the law was 8V° 1) came
Moses; grace anS TR

through Jesus christ.
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Of course He is greater )
an ol the Baptis+ —the Word @ |
Is the creator God. o |

L

GRS
aptist the Word?

e No! He points to the Word, and
says: ‘He ... has surpassed me,
because he was before me.’

e (God has already given grace in
the Old Testament. Now we see
His grace in all its fullness - in
Jesus!

e (God’s good law with all its rules
and regulations is to be fulfilled in
Jesus - see

God’s Son... Jesus Christ. And
He’s not about rules — He brings
grace and truth.




Summary..

So what have we 4 \

37 e IS LR A

learnt about Jesus ; He was there from the start

T R S HRITH

e (in the beginning)
| EIW) He was with God

He is God

He made everything

L&) He gives life, now and forever

WCEX) He gives us understanding for
life (John calls this ‘light’)

He was rejected by the world
and His own people (the Jews)

ST wondrlohn

, as h 3 To those who receive Him, He
B does with v 12'3_1% gives them the right to be part
Pl of His family

He came to earth as a man

John, who wrote this book,
was an eyewitness to Jesus

eeceecee|

The ‘himself’ |

' TYesns! ; £ : A SO [ Jesus comes full of grace
| SR s b G e 5 Ak 1§ b rather than earthly power
A A helpful o e : ‘ﬁ’ v does picture : : ; ;/p

travslation | B ) it with how you || e brings all trut

would ve: He imagined Jesus?

(Jesus) has e

made Him |
- (Grod) known e e Smday school picture |

of ‘Gevte Jesus — meek and wild’ 1sw'+ He7

esus the Word | e all powerful
creato " o ace (

‘o ns.



Take a mowment to re-read
Johw's overview pelow:

John 1 vs 1-18

1 Tn the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. ? He was with God in the
beginning. ° Through him all things were made; without
him nothing was made that has been made. * In him
was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. ® The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it. ® There was & man sent from God whose name
was John. 7 He came as & witness to testify concerning
that light, so that through him all might believe. & He
himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to
the light. ° The true light that gives light to everyoneé
was coming into the world. *° He was in the world, and
though the world was made through him, the world did
not recognise him. 11 He came to that which was his own,
but his own did not receive him. # Yet to all who did
receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave
the right to become children of God - 15 children born not
of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s
will, but born of God. 14 The Word became flesh and made
his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory
of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full
of grace and truth. 1 (John testified concerning him. He
cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I
said, “He who comes after me has surpassed me because

he was before me.”) 16 Out of his fullness We have
all received grace in place of grace already given.
17 Pop the law was given through Moses; grace and
truth came through Jesus Christ. ® No one has
ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is
himself God and is in the closest relationship with
the Father, has made him known.

Nex+ Hime
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(v \4) —heisa priest (most
mily of Levi)

o glijan (v 2\) -5 promised i the old
Testament ook of Walaoni that Crod wonld
send someone ke gljah (a famons Toraelite

prophed, around @0 BC), vefore The
Sonionr arrived.

o A Levite
priests came From the fa

- e e
e mmm ey DTS

S

) — Hhe greatest old
rectament Prophet; Woss, Was promised
Phot ot The evnd of his life Crod wonld send
another like him, o lead God's people.

icees (V 24) - mostly local
| religions.

o -The Prophet (V 2\

e The Phar
officials, who were also ver



‘ ?:qur:[alnce He is the ‘link man’ who prepares
John's testimony | G5 ,__E?ﬁf??ptis’f? the way for Jesus.

1
i 8

19 Now this was
when the d ewish leaders in
Jerusalem sent priests and

es to ask him who he was.

e John — the hottest item on the
news! News crews would have
been out in the desert. What he
said would have made the front

Levit e | Tih page of your paper!
20 He did not fail to confess, bub S by 3 | | { e The Jews have been watching
Rk N BU46s 1y ( for signs of the coming Saviour
‘T am not the : Rl AR ;
confessed freely, 1 Toe : 01 —understandably they wonder if

John is the man.

Messiah.’
hi { e The government’s religious leaders
21 They asked him, were sent out to quiz John:

you? Are you Bl het? <T S e 8 boaICHOE)
am not.” ‘Are you the Prop vl e el TR e ol e
B e b R R G El Y Prophet?’

\ ‘Who are you? We need to give
an answer to those who sent us.’

‘Then who are
ah?’ He said, T

He answered, ‘No.’

ca ?
22 Finally they said, ‘Who are you ot e PRy 8 _
e back B g Ry 3 NS AR
v to tak ARSI Baptist want

Give us an answe ol
i o B (6 be :cﬁr centre of attention?

to those who sent us.
PO — YOUPSGlf?’ s o i % S & A £ John had very high ‘street cred’, but
. | . b he isn’'t the Saviour...

‘I am not the Messiah’

= So who is Johv and what s he all avout? |



Get ready..

Tsaiah was a prophet sevt by God 700+ years

wéforc Jesus. He told pesple what wonld happen
with Hhe coming Saviour,

25 John replied in the words of
Isaiah the prophet, ‘T am the
voice of one calling in the
wilderness, “Make Straight
the way for the Lord.”

Jolm the Baptist uses words from Teaian's book.
He has come +o prepare us for Jesus.

S

h powerful imagery was not new

T AT TR N S T (L

In the days of great empires, it
was normal practice to create wide
highways as entrances to major
cities, so that a victorious leader
could parade in front of his people.

EREE
at is John the Baptist telling them?
SRR | I ”I -, i

i John the Baptist is urging the people
1 to get ready — God is coming!

[USEE )

~ o g" "

]:Csmah A0V Btells exacty

oT This Mmomen+ ‘Prepare e

the way for the LoRp [ 4
e

?ﬁmm.“

A highway for sy, Giod.”

T T—

uﬁ—‘:«w,,_,__qr_‘?‘?:__! J 27



24 Now the Pharisees who had

been sent
‘Why are you baptizing...?’

John the Baptist confirms all he
can do is put you under the water.

25 questioned him, ‘Why then do
you baptise if you are not the
Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the

i . @ Prophet?’ o |
' 26 ¢ baptise Wwith water » John L Back v a Time of open sandals, with hot e
N ’ dusty streets full of roaming animals, -
replied, ‘but among you stands feet washing was vad news. A job for our | &
one you do not know. most lowly servawtt -

27 He is the one who comes after
me, the straps of whose sandals
1 am not worthy to untie.’

. Jesus is so mega that John the

- Baptist isn't even worthy enough to

untie His sandals, let alone wash
His feet!

28 This all happened at Bethany
on the other side of the Jordan,

where John was baptising.

_ Have a look ot what Soln adde | n verse 2¢.
_ All the way Through the book, Johy gives

— historically accurate details s if +o sav, ¢
check and see if what T am Saqing s Gorlfe/z-(lj’f'

A ——
e —
TR A T a—— T
T TR R T e rm——
e

29



‘The Lamb of God’

' The keu anual festival for the Jews s Passover —
Sl ¢ s like Ohristmas, or Taster. Ov Passover vight, 5
| the angel of death passed Harong the land of Toypt
'  d dilled Hae firstivorn of every household, vecanse
' Pharash would vot let the Tsraelites leave.

9 The next day John saw Jesus
/‘ coming towards him ang said,
‘Look, the Lamb of God, who e
takes away the sin of the world! ‘

e from this
%0 This i i ey The Tews were Fold of ovly ove estape
S the one I'meant when \\ T e \udoemet. The Vlood of an innocent, spotiess lamb was

Isaid, “A man who comes after BN | | toue spriucled around the door post. Alawmb +hat ad

me has surpassed me bec lived with the family, i the house for at least Fbu\\lf
he was b » e . Javs, 5o Aot partioularly Hhe eldest son bonded with
St N i avd Hherefore knew that the laml died in his place.

e The special title for Jesus is
therefore a reminder of the
Passover sacrifice, when the lamb
took away the sin of the people and

made them right with God.

;tﬁ_e B:
HIEEE >
" H Y \

The whole world! This offer is to all
people everywhere, not just the Jews.

Solm +ells us again that Jesus existed vefore John. OF E?
= conrse He didi He is the creator God from verses =t ;
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Heaven-sent King..

T \
A else are we told about
d I AT o 5 S LU UL L :
@ 51 T myself did not know him, but : o nthe Baptist?

1 came baptising

the reason
with water was that he might

be revealed to Israel.’

} The Spirit of God comes down...
" and stays!

- e |nthe Old Testament the
Spirit frequently ‘fell on’ God’s
\ chosen rulers and kings, but
f just temporarily.

52 Then John gave this
testimony: 1 saw the Spirit

come down from heaven as a

[.!:'i-:':__l'-'_"T__'___.' ===

® | e Pible makes clear Hya+ God is

. : e A ® | 2inlGod Hhe F
n him. SRR A 2 ather, God Hhe S
dove and remain 0 e ® | (Jesus), and Grod e Holy SPiri:. .

e |

55 And I myself did not know e | !
him, but the oneé who sent B \What will JeEusGo d's

me to baptise with water told Gigiar LIRIISRRWIIRSIS  Josus is the Lamb who takes
: AR ' He can make us
whom you away our sin, so
me, “The man on pure and spotless in God'’s sight —

see the Spirit come down and S T CRER & ready to be filled with God's Spirit

remain is the one wheo will Bk S L —— No human being could do this.
455 ey Only God can give of Himself.

baptise with the Holy Spirit.”

All John can do is symbolically
wash people. Jesus brings the
real deal! Q&L

Jesus fills people with God’s
presence permanently (with
His Spirit). 33



** I have seen and I testify that .~ . ~ Summary.

this is @Ghosen One,D <

( Back in chapter 1 we were told

| that John the Baptist would help

1 us ‘believe’.

o050 b G R

has | tfght us?

John is only a humble
servant (remember the feet!)

| Jesus is the Lamb of God

whose death will take away

| our sin

g Jesus is God'’s Spirit-filled
Son

WE) Jesus will flood us with God'’s
presence (the Holy Spirit)

This is so important, get
ready — Jesus is coming!



John 1 vs 19-34

9 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders
in Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to agk him who he
was. 2° He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, ‘T am
not the Messigh.’ 2! They asked him, ‘Then who are you?
Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘T am not.’ ‘Are you the Prophet?’
He answered, ‘No.’ 22 Finally they said, ‘Who are you? Give
US an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you
88y about yourself?’ 25 John replied in the words of Isaish
the prophet, T am the voice of one calling in the wilderness,
“Make straight the way for the Lord.” 2¢ Now the Pharisees
who had been sent 25 questioned him, ‘Why then do you
baptise if you are not the Messigh, nor Elijah, nor the
Prophet?’ 2% ‘I baptise with water,” John replied, ‘but among
you stands one you do not know. 27 He is the one who comes
after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to
untie.’ 28 This gl] happened at Bethany on the other side
of the Jordan, where John was baptising. 2° The next day
John saw Jesus coming towards him and said, ‘Look, the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! % Thig
is the one I meant when I said, “A man who comes after me
has surpassed me because he was before me.” 31 T myself did
not know him, but the reason I came baptising with water
was that he might be revealed to Israel.’ 2 Then John gave
this testimony: ‘I saw the Spirit come down from heaven
as a dove and remain on him, % And I myself did not know
him, but the one who sent me to baptise with water told
me, “The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and
remain is the one who will baptise with the Holy Spirit.”
%I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.’

Here’'s a chavce +o
re-read what we’ve
looked attoday!

’/\\
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AN

Iv this vex+ section Jolm Hoe

Paptist passes on Hpe Job of +?'liw@
People about Jesus o Hpe disciples,

® The Woryl" ic Jesus

® Jesus was wit, God in e veginning —
He is eternal

* He made everything

* He came +, cartn +o ‘yive ys the righ+
to be adopted jnte His family

® Trough Jesys We can kvow £

Joh | vs 1924

® Jesus — e Lamb of o, _ has arrive,

* Jesus +ukes WA e sin of Hye World

® fleis fille, WIth Grod’s Spirit

* AS God, Jesys Lan give us Gods Spiri+

i
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he Baptist hands over..

John the Baptist

sees Jesus, what unique

Fets W EFAT D1

title does he give Him again?
SETRE |

55 The next day John was He can't help r,nmelf Look, the
. £ his Lamb of God!
eagammthtwoo . . .
ther ' With this John the Baptist makes
disciples. ' the point Jesus is the One!

So John the Baptist steps off
centre stage, and two of his
followers become Jesus’ first
disciples.

36 YWhen he saw Jesus passing L
ook, the Lamb

by, he said, L
of God!’

37 When the two disciples

heard him Say this, they

followed Jesus.

L T R

b
e r—

41
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Life-changing encounter..

What a life-changing day for
these two disciples — meeting and
staying with Jesus!

° 6 ey
Said, ‘Rabbj’ (which means
Teacher’). ‘Where are you

Staying?’

e From that day on they were with
Him until He returned to heaven

39 ¢ e Two of the chosen 12 apostles
Come,’ he replied, ‘ang Vo5 P

will see.’ So they went and

Saw whepe he wag stayl?ng

AT - o |
4nd they spent that gy e, a =

; hosen diggi e
With hij stiple, who ,
. . It was about, foup Was an eyewityess e |

In the afternoon. of Jesus, -




brother,
- FCVV\GVV\WCV:

40 Andrew, gimon Peter’s
was one of the two who heard : f -

what John had said and who
had followed ' esus.

drew did was
n and

a1 The first thing An
his brother Simo
have found the

the Christ).

S RRAL A 11

to find
tell him, “We
Messial (that is,

him to Jesus.

Jesus looked ab him and gaid,
“You are gjmon son of John. You

will be called Cephas’ (which,

when translated, 18 Peter).

42 And he prought

vecanse Jesns
will nse teter
+o ecovme The
{:Dmdm—‘\ov\ of the
early oharon.

Note Hyat v V4D ovly ov
the other is thouglt +o be Solm (The Grospel

writer)... and he s dlearly 4
John 1 v 14:
“he Word vecame flesh and made s

dwelling among) ns. We ha
the glory of the one and ovly Sov,
from +he Father, full of grace and Arath!

e of Hne Two 1s named:

Aretnand witness |

ve seev his glory,
who came

"?"‘l = "'ﬁ b
ding the day together — what
'[n_:press' n does Andrew have of Jesus?

Ahdrew puts his neck on the line
with a huge claim — he'’s found the
long-awaited Messiah and there is
no doubt in his mind.

Like John the Baptist, he can't
keep it to himself!

Simon — is to be re-named
ephas/Peter. Cephas is Ar '
&
for rock ¥ b



*® The next day Jesus decided to
leave for Galilee. Finding Philip,
he said to him, ‘Follow me ’

T ey

¢ Philip, like Andrew and Peter,
was from the town of Bethsaida.

*¢ Philip found Nathanael and told
him, ‘We have foungd the one
Moses wrote about in the Law,
and about whom the prophets

also wrote - Jesus of Nazareth,
the son of Joseph.’

* ‘Nazareth! Can anything good

come from there?’ Nathanagel

asked. ‘Come and see,’ said Philip.

R 1 v
ity i

8 \What is behind

,msn’aﬂ@f’”

And there are more..

L LS S

——

ere\s
tevr, and th

r encom

Avothe

Nathanael needs convincing,

5% with good reason.

Nazareth is a northern town, and
was a hotchpotch of different
racial and religious groups.

Because of the Jews’ concern
for religious purity, it was the last
place they expected the King of
i .f the Jews to come from.

M, =

With confidence, Philip |
says, ‘Come and seel’

—

T —

‘,_-. i e —-
i
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47 YWhen Jesus SaW Nathanael

approaching, he said of him,

‘Here truly is an Israelite in

a4 9
whom there js no deceit.

9
18 “fIow do you Know me?

Nathanael asked. Jesus

answered, ‘1 saw you while

you were atill under the fig-
tree before Philip called you-

49 Then Nathanael declared,

‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God;

you are the king of Israel.’

'is the Messiah?
1. -| J 't t

Jesus proves Himself:

e Jesus knows Nathanael’s heart
— there’s no deceit.

e [ncredibly Jesus knows where
he’s been and what he’s been
doing, even though Jesus
wasn't there to see.

It's enough for Nathanael!

He risks his reputation by
shouting out who Jesus is!

Cont. "

49



-
e promise of Jesus?

b d7] MR T
=R

- ; ‘You haven't seen anything yet'!

vs 50, B1

Jesus is telling everyone who

50 .
Jesus said, ‘You believe - i

because I tolq you I saw you
under the fig-tree. You will
See greater things than that’

R e T e

pe-

His audience was Jewish and
they would have known the
verse in the first book of the
Bible, Genesis:

T oy
TRl o T g e WY
B T TR ST TR T T
f R s

s B kel i & S PoEETT A
L ERRT B ';Ll' -

°®l He then added, ‘Very truly I

te : 7 e Y G )
11 you, you will see heaven ARSI » : He had 4 dream in which ne
open, and the angels of Gog THERD, : SAaw a stairway resting on the earth, with

i : \ts +OP reachivg +o he
ascendin : e : ) avew, and tHhe anpels
€ and descending on” S S of Giod were ascending and descending ?vn [

the (Son of Man,’s

e Jesus is the way to heaven!

e He bridges the gap between
God and humanity.

e of the world! CED

e God’s Messiah — the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin

51



Take a moment o
re-read todays section b/

John 1 vs 35-51

% The next day John was there again with two of his
disciples. ® When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, ‘Look,
the Lamb of God!’ 3 When the two disciples heard him say
this, they followed Jesus. 58 Turning round, Jesus saw
them following and asked, ‘What do you want?’ They said,
‘Rabbi’ (which means “Teacher’), ‘where are you staying?’
30 ‘Come,’ he replied, ‘and you will see.’ So they went and
saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with
him. It was about four in the afternoon. 40 Apndrew, Simon
Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John
had said and who had followed Jesus. ! The first thing
Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him,
“We have found the Messiah’ (that is, the Christ). ¢ And
he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said,
“You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas’
(which, when translated, is Peter). *° The next day Jesus
decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him,
‘Follow me.’ ¢ Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from
the town of Bethsaida. ° Philip found Nathanael and told
him, ‘We have found the one Moses wrote about in the
Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote - Jesus of
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.’ 46 ‘Nazareth! Can anything
good come from there?’ Nathanael asked. ‘Come and see,’
said Philip. 4" When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he

said of him, ‘Here truly is an Israelite in whom
there is no deceit.” *¢ ‘How do you know me?’
Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, ‘I saw you
while you were still under the fig-tree before
Philip called you.’ 49 Then Nathanael declared,
‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the kKing
of Israel.’ %° Jesus said, “You believe because 1
told you I saw you under the fig-tree. You will see
greater things than that.’ 5! He then added, ‘Very
truly I tell you, you will see “heaven open, and
the angels of God ascending and descending on”
the Son of Man.’
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Summary of Chapter 1

EIETTE

R

<o — what have W learned?

ol the paphist 1o
ple for Jesu>

ot +als avout SE20° (not the
cnron.. wot radirions.. ot
smomvvxew+sl)

o (od noed 3
prepare peo

Hhe link petweev

o Solm the Paptist s
The Old Testament ond Hhe New
+ @V\cwﬂfwcsscs

Testamev
Lawmb — come +o

S
The PassoVer :
e as A cacrifice for s
5 Ged's

o The Wess\ah — conme A
onosen ruler
o The o)oﬁ'ewav\ +o Neaven!
> The Word of verses \-\ B nas
peoone 4 ot

o -The provnise 1 Sohwm chapter \ VS
Dle Hnronan JesUs =

\-\D 15 oW PosSS
rememver Johm | V \ 2 Q

[John 1 v 12 X
Vet to all who did
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